declaration of principles on the implementation of environmental law in Ukraine

CONCLUSIONS DRAFTED AT workshop I, “Implementing environmental Legislation”

it is the conclusion of this WORKSHOP that:

1. Ukraine needs its environmental laws to be implemented effectively. At present, in many cases, they are not implemented at all. Government must seek the means of implementation through its present institutions and make every effort to strengthen them.

2. Laws must be clear and enforceable, and applied according to regulations appropriate to each industry sector, based wherever possible on the best available science.

3. Industry must comply with the laws and regulations, and must deliver effective control of pollution and emissions, and must face deterrent sanctions if it fails to do so.

4. Environmental permits are required, with clear operating conditions, and enforcement by inspectors who should monitor, investigate and enforce the laws and prosecute offenders.

5. No one should be able to ignore the law. Those responsible for industrial enterprises that know what the law is but choose to ignore it should face criminal sanctions and deterrent penalties.

6. Corruption is an aggravating factor and should always attract extra penalties.

7. The courts have an important role to play in ensuring that environmental laws are effective.

8. Public participation in lawmaking and access to justice are essential. In the longer term, building public support for environmental laws is their best defence.

9. The health of future generations of Ukrainians and the protection of Ukraine's environment demands that politicians, courts, industry and civil society all take immediate steps to make environmental laws effective.
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